The substance is soluble in ethanol, ether, benzene, and chloroform, and sparingly soluble in carbon tetrachloride and water; it dissolves readily in alkalis in the cold (consuming 2 g-eq of alkali). On hydrogenation in ethanol with PtO 2 (according to Adams), a tetrahydro derivative was obtained with the composition C20H300~, mp 166-168 ° C; the dehydrogenation of the substance over Se at 310-330 ° C for 15 min yielded chamazulene. All these facts indicate that the isolated substance is a sesquiterpene T-lactone containing an ester group. The study of the substance is continuing.
April 1970
All-Union Scientific-Research Institute of Medicinal Plants
